This article reports data concerning silicosis-related web-activities using Google Trends (GT) capturing the Internet behavior in the USA for the period 2004-2010. GT-generated data were then compared with the most recent available epidemiological data of silicosis mortality obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for the same study period. Statistically significant correlations with epidemiological data of silicosis (r ¼0.805, p-value o 0.05) and other related web searches were found. The temporal trend well correlated with the epidemiological data, as well as the geospatial distribution of the web-activities with the geographic epidemiology of silicosis.
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Value of the data
Google Trends (GT)-based data (infodemiological data) could be useful for scientific community, researchers and occupational physicians in that they show good correlation with "real world" data obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention site, thus proving to be reliable.
These data could be further statistically processed, analyzed, refined and validated in such a way to complement traditional surveillance of silicosis, providing data quicker and in real time.
These data could be used to understand occupational diseases-related web activities. To our knowledge, this is the first analysis of web search behavior related to an occupational disease, namely silicosis, carried out both in quantitative and qualitative terms.
Data
This article contains infodemiological data on silicosis searched in the USA in the study period 2004-2010, obtained from Google Trends (GT) (Fig. 1) . These data well correlated with "real-world" data obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) site for the same study period (Tables 1-3) . Fig. 1 . Google Trends-generated heat-map showing the regional interest for silicosis in the USA. In particular, it can be noticed that silicosis-related web searches are concentrated in some counties (namely, California, Texas, New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia). 
Experimental design, materials and methods
GT (available at https://www.google.com/trends) was exploited in order to capture Internet activities and interest related to silicosis. GT was mined in the USA, looking for "silicosis" as keyword, and using both "search term" (data directly available at https://www.google.com/trends/explore? date¼ 2004-01-01%202010-12-31&geo¼US&q¼ Silicosis) and "search topic" [Disease] (data directly available at https://www.google.com/trends/explore?date ¼2004-01-01%202010-12-31&geo¼US&q ¼%2Fm%2F02yw8n) as search strategy options, from 2004 to 2010. Data downloadable from GT are available as monthly data, in comma-separated values (CSV) format.
"Real-world" statistical data, both raw and adjusted, were collected from the CDC site for the same study period 2004-2010 [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] .
Correlational analysis was carried out between the GT-based search volumes and the "real-world" statistical data about silicosis. A list of silicosis-related terms (clinical symptoms and other associated diseases) was further searched and their flux volumes were correlated with the silicosis hit-search data and the epidemiological data (namely, death rate and number of deaths). All statistical analyses were carried out using the Statistical Package for Social Science version 23.0 (SPSS, IBM, IL, USA) and STATISTICA version 12 (StatSoft Inc., Tulsa, OK, USA). Figures with a p-value o0.05 were considered significant.
For further details, the reader is referred to [6] . 
Transparency document. Supporting information
Transparency data associated with this article can be found in the online version at http://dx.doi. org/10.1016/j.dib.2016.11.021. 
